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Dumpster Rental Readiness Checklist

This practical guide is designed for Windsor homeowners who want to handle their waste
disposal like a pro. It helps you avoid expensive overage fees, property damage, and
scheduling headaches. Use this list before you pick up the phone to book your bin.

Phase 1: Planning and Booking

Estimate your debris volume honestly. Visualizing the pile helps you decide if a
30-yard bin is necessary or if a 20-yard unit suffices.

Confirm the weight of your materials. Heavy items like concrete or dirt require
specific reinforced bins, not standard construction dumpsters.

Measure your available driveway space. Ensure you have at least 60 feet of
straight-line clearance for the truck to drop the container safely.

Check for overhead obstructions. Look up and verify that no tree branches or
power lines hang lower than 18—-22 feet above the drop zone.

Ask specifically about "all-in" pricing. Request a quote that clearly lists the rental
fee, delivery charge, and weight allowance to avoid surprises.

Inquire about prohibited items. Get a written list of banned materials like tires and
batteries to prevent expensive contamination fines.

Phase 2: Site Preparation

Clear the delivery zone completely. Move vehicles, kids' toys, and potted plants at
least 10 feet away from the drop spot.

Lay down protective plywood. Place thick wooden planks where the dumpster
wheels will sit to prevent scratches or cracks on your concrete.

Mark the exact drop spot. Use orange cones or a simple chalk outline to show the
driver exactly where you want the bin placed.

Unlock all necessary gates. Ensure the driver has immediate access to the
property without needing to call you for entry codes.

Notify your neighbors. If the bin will be visible or near a shared property line, give
your neighbors a courteous heads-up.

Phase 3: Loading and Maintenance

Open the rear door first. Walk heavy items like furniture and appliances into the bin
instead of trying to lift them over the side walls.

Distribute weight evenly. Spread debris across the floor of the container rather than
piling everything at one end or in the center.

Keep debris below the rim. Ensure no trash sticks up above the top rail, as drivers
cannot legally haul an overloaded unsafe load.

Cover the bin when raining. If possible, throw a tarp over the dumpster during
storms to prevent water weight from increasing your disposal bill.

Sort recyclables if required. Keep metal or clean wood at the top or in a separate
pile if your hauler offers diversion discounts.
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Phase 4: Pickup and Final Checks

Call for pickup early. Contact the rental company 24 to 48 hours before you need
the bin gone to secure your slot on the route.

Clear the approach path again. Ensure no cars have been parked in front of the
dumpster that would block the truck from retrieving it.

Sweep the driveway area. After the bin is hauled away, use a magnetic sweeper or
broom to catch any stray nails or metal shards.

Review the final invoice. Compare the final weight ticket against your contract’s
allowance to ensure you were billed correctly.
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