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Yard Waste Dumpster Readiness

Checklist

This practical guide is designed for homeowners ready to tackle a landscaping project
without the headache of hidden fees or logistical delays. Use this list before you call a rental
company to ensure a smooth process from delivery to final pickup.

Phase 1: Planning and Booking

Estimate your debris volume accurately. Visualizing the pile helps you choose
between a 10, 20, or 30-yard container to avoid paying for air or ordering a second
bin.

Measure your driveway width. Confirm you have at least 10 feet of width to
accommodate the delivery truck comfortably.

Check regarding overhead clearance. Look up for low-hanging wires or tree
branches that might block the truck's hydraulic arm (14-18 feet clearance is ideal).
Designate a delivery spot. Choose a flat, hard surface; avoid soft grass or septic
tank areas that could collapse under weight.

Call at least three local providers. Compare quotes specifically asking for the
"out-the-door" price to catch hidden fuel or environmental fees.

Ask about prohibited items. Verify strictly what "clean load" means for your specific
hauler to avoid contamination fines.

Confirm the rental period. Write down the exact number of days included in the
base price and the daily cost for extensions.

Schedule delivery early. Book the bin to arrive one day before your labor begins so
you are not waiting on the truck.

Phase 2: Loading and Usage

Protect your driveway surface. Place sheets of plywood where the dumpster
wheels will sit to prevent scratches or cracks on asphalt.

Open the walk-in door first. Load heavy items like stumps and thick logs through
the door before the pile gets too high.

Cut branches into small sections. Saw limbs into 2-foot lengths to reduce air
pockets and maximize space inside the bin.

Layer your materials strategically. Place heavy wood at the bottom and lighter
leaves or grass clippings on top to stabilize the load.

Keep trash out entirely. Ensure no plastic bags, soda cans, or treated lumber
accidentally get thrown in with the green waste.

Cover with a tarp during rain. Prevent the load from absorbing water weight which
could push you over the tonnage limit.

Monitor the fill line. Stop loading when debris reaches the top rail; drivers cannot
legally haul a bin if items are sticking up.
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Phase 3: Pickup and Post-Project

Clear the approach path. Move family cars or equipment away from the driveway
on the scheduled pickup morning to avoid "dry run" fees.

Call for pickup 48 hours early. Contact the hauler well in advance if you are
finishing during a busy season like spring.

Sweep the area immediately. Clean up small debris left under the bin area after the
truck pulls away to save your grass.

Inspect for driveway damage. Check the pavement for any scrapes or oil leaks
immediately after the container is removed.

Save your receipt. Keep the final invoice to compare the charged weight against
your estimated volume for future reference.
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