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Smart Dumpster Rental Checklist

This checklist is designed for homeowners and contractors preparing for a
renovation or cleanup project. It helps you navigate the rental process efficiently,
ensuring you select the right container and avoid common "surprise" fees on your
final invoice. Use this list before you make the booking call and throughout the rental
period to keep your project on budget.

Phase 1: Preparation & Booking

Estimate your debris volume visually or use an online calculator before
calling.

Measure your driveway to ensure a 60-foot clearance for the delivery truck.
Check for low-hanging tree branches or power lines above the drop-off spot.
Identify the heaviest materials in your load to prioritize weight capacity over
volume.

Ask the provider specifically about the "all-in" price including fuel and taxes.
Confirm the exact weight limit (tonnage) included in your base rental fee.
Request a written list of prohibited items specific to your local municipality.
Verify the cancellation policy window in case your project timeline shifts.

Phase 2: Loading & Usage

Open the rear door to walk heavy items in instead of throwing them over the
side.

Break down all cardboard boxes and bulky furniture to eliminate air pockets.
Place the heaviest items at the front of the container near the cab end.

Fill gaps between large items with trash bags or smaller debris.

Keep all debris strictly below the top rail of the dumpster ("water level").

Cover the container with a tarp if rain is in the forecast to prevent water
weight.

Separate recyclable materials like clean concrete if the hauler offers a
discount.

Phase 3: Pickup & Final Review

Clear any cars or equipment blocking the driveway on the scheduled pickup
day.

Double-check that no hazardous items like batteries were accidentally tossed
in.

Ensure the rear door of the dumpster is securely latched and locked.

Inspect your driveway for any scrapes or damage immediately after the bin is
removed.
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e Review the final invoice against your initial quote to check for unapproved
overages.
e Save the receipt and weight ticket for your records or tax deductions.
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